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The Gathering
Matthew 24:30-31: At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and
great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. (NIV)

The Souls of the Tribulation: A Synecdoche
These Souls are the Church of Jesus Christ
Revelation 6:9-11: When he opened the fifth seal, I
saw under the altar the souls of those who had been
slain because of the word of God and the testimony
they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice,
“How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you
judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our
blood?”Then each of them was given a white robe,
and they were told to wait a little longer, until the
number of their fellow servants and brothers who
were to be killed as they had been was completed.
(NIV)

Revelation 6:9-11: The souls under the altar…
Revelation 7:9-17: The multitude before the throne…
Revelation 19:1-8: The celebration of Christ’s wedding…
Revelation 20:4-6: They will reign with Christ...

El Greco: The Vision of Saint John, or The Opening of
the Fifth Seal, 1608-1614

Who are these souls under the altar in Revelation 6:9? As with most scenes within John’s vision,
scholars disagree as to the identity of the souls under the altar. Some assert that they are purely
symbolic as the “soul” is mortal and will not experience resurrection until the end of the Millennium.
Others argue that they are the spirits of Christians killed by the Antichrist during the Great Tribulation.
Still others claim they represent all souls from all generations slain for the Word of God, from Abel until
the terminal generation.1 And, still others assert that they represent all redeemed Christians who have
died from Christ’s crucifixion to the rapture of the Church. Understanding their identity, I believe, is
important in acquiring a comprehensive understanding of the entire book of Revelation.
Revelation 6:9: When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. (NIV)
[Emphasis added]

Revelation 7:14: And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation;
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (NIV) [Emphasis
added]

Revelation 17:6: I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of
those who bore testimony to Jesus. (NIV) [Emphasis added]

1 Terminal generation: those mortals on earth at the breaking of the 1 st Seal on the scroll with seven seas; the generation living at the time of Jesus Christ’s Second Coming.
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Revelation 20:4: …And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their
testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his
image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and
reigned with Christ a thousand years.

At first glance, it seems that these souls represent only individuals martyred as witnesses under the
persecution of the Antichrist and his legions. However, in reality, the Apostle John is utilizing a common
figurative language device referred to as a synecdoche – using a part of a thing to represent the whole
thing. Examples of synecdoche include:


Using the term “England” to represent the entire United Kingdom.



Using the phrase “White House” to represent the entire government of the United States.



Using the label “ABCs” to represent the entire alphabet.



Using the term “bread” to represent an entire meal.



Using the phrase “hired hands” to represent workmen.

Within John’s revelation, phrases associated with tribulation and martyrdom represent the entire Church
Age – the entire congregation of redeemed believers from the day of Pentecost until the Rapture. Some
scholars would assert that this claim requires a significant departure from a plain, literal interpretation. I
agree and, therefore, deem it appropriate to provide ample justification:
The “great tribulation” labels the entire church age
and “martyred saints” refers to all redeemed Christians.



SATAN HAS BEEN AT WAR WITH THE SAINTS SINCE CHRIST’S RESURRECTION: Revelation 12 provides an
overview of the cosmic battle between the forces of evil, the dragon Satan, and the forces of good,
Michael the archangel. Prior to Christ’s earthly ministry, Satan regularly appeared before the throne
of God to accuse mankind of error and misdeed (Job 1:6, Job 2:1, Zechariah 3:1, Psalm 109:6,
Revelation 12:10). However, Christ’s earthly ministry, obedient human life, suffering on the cross,
sacrificial offering, and resurrection rendered Satan’s accusations irrelevant – Satan lost his place in
heaven and was cast down to earth. See the “Satan Evicted: The Foundation” section of this study.
This loss of position enraged Satan causing a angry pursuit of Jews and Christians for two millennia:
Revelation 12:17: Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war
against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. (NIV)

Such expulsion, anger, and vengeance results in significant tribulation for the saints:
1 Peter 5:8: Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. (NIV)
Revelation 2:10: Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put
some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even
to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. (NIV)
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Until Jesus Christ takes material possession of this world, the saints remain refugees within a foreign
land ruled by Satan:
2 Corinthians 4:4: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them. (KJV)
2 Corinthians 11:13-14: For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light (KJV)
Ephesians 2:2: Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience… (KJV)
Ephesians 6:12: For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places. (KJV)



JOHN’S REVELATION REASSURES CHRISTIANS FACING TRIBULATION: An original, primary purpose of the
book of Revelation was to reassure the early Christian congregation that their tribulation was not in
vain. William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors, phrases this purpose eloquently:
In the main, the purpose of the book of Revelation is to comfort the militant Church in its
struggle against the forces of evil. It is full of help and comfort for persecuted and suffering
Christians. To them is given the assurance that God sees their tears (7: 17; 21: 4); their prayers
are influential in world affairs (8: 3, 4) and their death is precious in His sight…2

Clearly, those who inflict tribulation upon the saints will be avenged:
Revelation 1:7: Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
(KJV)

Within the salutation, John clearly indicates that he shares in the congregations’ sufferings:
Revelation 1:9: I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

Messages to four of the seven churches reflect tribulation within the congregations:
Revelation 2:3-4: I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted. (KJV)
Revelation 2:9-10: I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of

2 William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation, Mobi edition: Baker Books:, July 2007, np.

Satan Evicted

Study Framework

Page, 3

Satan. Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. (KJV)
Revelation 2:13: I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas
was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. (KJV)
Revelation 3:9: Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to
know that I have loved thee. (KJV)

The need to remain steadfast against tribulation repeats in all seven messages:
Revelation 2:7: …To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the paradise of God. (KJV)
Revelation 2:11: …He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. (KJV)
Revelation 2:17: …To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it. (KJV)
Revelation 2:25-26: …he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations. (KJV)
Revelation 3:5: He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels. (KJV)
Revelation 3:12: Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he
shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city
of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I
will write upon him my new name. (KJV)
Revelation 3:21: To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. (KJV)

It is not be difficult to imagine these early Christians seeing themselves among the crowds described
in Revelation 6:9, 7:14, 17:6, and 20:4. Christians throughout the age are comforted knowing their
sufferings are not unique and, ultimately, Christ remains victorious.


TRIBULATION IS A NORMAL COMPONENT OF CHRISTIAN LIFE: Although Christians in developed countries
generally enjoy religious freedom, that is not the case for many living in non-Christian nations:
The Christian Post, 2012: Christian and Hindu minorities in the region are reported to have
suffered forced conversions, as well as having their homes repeatedly ransacked. Other
accusations have highlighted that young girls from Hindu and Christian backgrounds have
allegedly been forced into marriage by radical Muslims.3

3 Stoyan Zaimov, “Christians Among Minorities Facing Increased Persecution in Pakistan, Say Indian Politicians,” The Christian Post, August 14, 2012.

<http://global.christianpost.com/news/ > August 22, 2012.
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The Catholic Standard and Times, 2008: The secular West has been looking the other way for
a very long time. Even the average church-going Christian is not likely to know that 45.5
million of the estimated 70 million Christians who have died for Christ did so in the last
century.4

From Stephens martyrdom in Acts 6:8-15 until today, the Christians walk is not always smooth and
free of turbulence, suffering, and distress; rather, tribulation should be considered a normal
component of Christian life:
Acts 14:22: Confirming the souls of the disciples, [and] exhorting them to continue in the
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. (KJV)
John 16:33: These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV)
Romans 5:3: And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope. (KJV)

Within the epistles, the promise of God to punishment those inflicting tribulation parallels that
requested by the saints within Revelation 6:10:
Revelation 6:10: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? (KJV)
2 Thessalonians 1:5-6: [Which is] a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that
ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: Seeing [it is] a
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you. (KJV)
2 Thessalonians 1:8: In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)
Romans 12:19: Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but [rather] give place unto wrath: for
it is written, Vengeance [is] mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. (KJV)


THE CONTEXT WITHIN REVELATION 20:4-6 IMPLIES THE PRESENCE OF ALL CHRISTIAN SAINTS: If the Rapture of
the Church occurs prior to the Millennial Kingdom, and scripture indicates that it does, then the
resurrected saints will be present throughout Christ’s Millennial Kingdom:
1 Thessalonians 4: 16-17: For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. (NIV) [Emphasis added]

Although not specifically stated, Christ’s presence is directly implied within Revelation 20:4-6:
Revelation 20:5-6: … This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who have part
in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. (NIV)
4 Susan Brinkmann, “The Greatest Story Never Told: Modern Christian Martyrdom,” The Catholic Standard and Times, December 5, 2008. < http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-

religion/2143770/posts> August 22, 2012.
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Specifically, the New Testament indicates that true Christians will reign with Christ:
1 Corinthians 6:2: Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to
judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? (NIV)
Revelation 2:26: To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority
over the nations. (NIV)
Romans 8:16-17: The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now
if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share
in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Therefore, although not specifically stated, the tribulation saints include all true Christians:
Revelation 20:4-5: I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority
to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for
Jesus and because of the word of God. (NIV)

In conclusion, while many scholars believe the martyred saints within the book of Revelation are those
murdered by the Antichrist, a comprehensive examination of the New Testament reveals that
contextually the martyred saints in Revelation represent all true Christians throughout the age. While it is
important to preserve a plain meaning of a passage when possible, it is also important to recognize the
use of figurative language within biblical scripture. In this case, the Apostle Paul deploys an extended
synecdoche to enable the reader, especially those suffering from persecution, to personally identify with
the prophetic visions and Christ’s ultimate victory at His Second Coming.

Seal 5: The Purpose of Tribulation
The first four seals represent a logical progression of cause and effect: conquest leads to war, war leads
to famine, and famine leads to pestilence and death. The 5th Seal represents a different and unique
aspect of this time period: the persecution and martyrdom of redeemed Christian believers:


Altar: The Hebrew name for Altar signifies: "It wipes away sin; it nourishes the higher man; it
fosters love for God; and it atones for all guilt:" its four letters point to Forgiveness, Justification,
Blessing, and Life.5



Soul: psuché: breath, soul: (a) the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as
the seat of affections and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.6



Testimony: martyrian: witness, evidence, testimony, reputation.7

What is the purpose of the first four seals – conquest, war, famine, pestilence, wild beasts, and death?
What purpose does the presence of Christian saints serve? Why can’t this age simply end and the next
begin? The simple answer: “A desire for a maximized harvest within the capacity of human potential – to
redeem as many souls as possible.”
2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (NIV)
1 Timothy 2:3-4: This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth. (NIV)
5 “ALTAR,” Jewish Encyclopedia, 1906. <http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1320-altar> August 22, 2012.
6 “psuché,” 5590, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/5590.htm> August 22, 2012.
7 “martyrian,” 3141, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/3141.htm> August 21, 2012.
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For millennia, God has offered humanity redemption through a variety of presentations… in the garden,
in the wilderness, in the Temple, and in the church. For millennia, humans remained a stiff-necked
people and rejected these offerings. The seal judgments and the trumpet plagues present two last,
almost desperate opportunities before the final outpouring of unforgiving God’s wrath upon mankind.

MARTYRDOM: WITNESSES FOR THE WORLD
Some biblical scholars assert that the Christian Church is not found in Revelation 4-19.8 Yet, there is
ample evidence that they are represented; their role, however, changes. Christians within Revelation
4-19 are not viewed as multiple, unified congregations but rather as overcoming individuals suffering
hatred, persecution, and martyrdom. The purpose for this change seems readily evident:
Mark 13:9-13: You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues.
On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the
gospel must first be preached to all nations. Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do
not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not
you speaking, but the Holy Spirit… he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (NIV)
Luke 21:12-15: But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will
deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors,
and all on account of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But make up
your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words
and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. (NIV)

During the great tribulation, the purpose of redeemed Christians is to serve as witnesses before kings
and governors. If we look for such witnesses within Revelation 4-19, we readily see their presence:
Revelation 6:9: …who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they
had maintained. (NIV) [Emphasis added]
Revelation 12:11: They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony... (NIV) [Emphasis added]
Revelation 12:17: …to make war against the rest of her offspring--those who obey God's
commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. (NIV) [Emphasis added]
Revelation 17:6: ...drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore
testimony to Jesus… (NIV) [Emphasis added]
Revelation 19:10: ...I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the
testimony of Jesus… (NIV) [Emphasis added]
Revelation 20:4: …who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and
because of the word of God… (NIV) [Emphasis added]

Why is such severity necessary within the first four seals? Humans are a stiff-necked people. They
don’t listen and they don’t obey. Although Christianity, like Western culture, permeates virtually
every culture on earth, the Church is not winning the greater battle:

8 Dr. Robert Gromacki, “Where is "the Church" in Revelation 4-19?” Pre-Trib Research Center, ND. <http://www.pre-trib.org/data/pdf/Gromacki-WhereistheChurchinRev.pdf>

September 1, 2012.
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Declining Moral Values: Postmillennialists believe that we are currently living in Christ’s
Messianic Kingdom and that this kingdom exercises “a transformational socio-cultural influence
in history.”9 They envision the gradual expansion of Christ’s kingdom here on earth:
Postmillennialism confidently anticipates a time in earth history (continuous with the
present) in which the very gospel already operating will win the victory throughout the
earth, fulfilling the Great Commission… The overwhelming majority of men and nations
will be Christianized, righteousness will abound, wars will cease, and prosperity and safety
will flourish.10

Unfortunately, instead of moving towards realization of Christ’s Messianic Kingdom, modern
society seems to be moving in an opposing direction:
With Christian fundamentalists and Islamic extremists waging a holy war against modern
democratic values, traditional religion has never had so many enemies. University
professors are starting to openly attack it, and the hardworking masses are starting to
question what it is worth.
Thanks to the uncensored freedom of speech only made possible by the Internet, there is a
growing chorus of resentment towards religion, and scathing criticisms are starting to
echo into the mass media. For the first time in more than 1500 years, it is finally becoming
socially acceptable to be openly anti-Christian.11


Are modern humans building a second tower of Babel? Modern humans are increasingly
speaking “one language and a common speech” through science, medicine, political engineering,
and economic globalization. Human progress, many believe, will end conflict, hunger, disease,
poverty, and want… mankind no longer needs a god:
Because there is a law such as gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing.
Spontaneous creation is the reason there is something rather than nothing, why the
universe exists, why we exist….It is not necessary to invoke God to light the blue touch
paper and set the universe going. – The Grand Design (Hawking and Mlodinow 2010)12



Is societal politics slowly removing God from existence? Groups antagonistic to our JudeoChristian heritage have made steady progress in removing the emblems of faith: nativities from
courthouse lawns, Ten Commandment from classroom walls, crosses from city logos, and prayer
from public meetings. Multiculturalism, political correctness, and religious tolerance have
become euphemisms for thought control… Principles of ethics such as the traditional marriage,
abstinence, and personal responsibility have become casualties of moral relativism.
The Washington Times, 2012: The last generation has seen a continual increase –
sometimes faster, sometimes slower – of a vocal, intolerant, and openly belligerent
attitudes towards traditional moral values.

9 Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., “SUMMARY OF POSTMILLENNIALISM FEATURES,” Postmillennialism, August 14, 2012. <http://postmillennialism.com/2012/08/postmillennialism-features/>

August 21, 2012.
10 Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., “SUMMARY OF POSTMILLENNIALISM FEATURES,” Postmillennialism, August 14, 2012. <http://postmillennialism.com/2012/08/postmillennialism-features/>

August 21, 2012.
11 Robert Charles Stewart, “Smashing the Sacred Myths,” Antichrist Atheist Network, 2005. <http://www.antichrist.net/rise_fall.html#tdoc> September 1, 2012.
12 quoted in Aaron Saenz, “Stephen Hawking Says God is Unnecessary – New Book,” Singularity Hub, September 7, 2010. <http://singularityhub.com/2010/09/07/stephen-hawking-

says-god-is-unnecessary-new-book-and-video/> August 21, 2012.
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With complicit news media, entertainment industry, and public school systems, a
generation has been indoctrinated into self centeredness, hedonism, victimhood, an
entitlement mentality, and an “anything goes” attitude. The result: a culture war that
mirrors the spiritual battle between those aligned with Biblical truths and those who
denigrate them.13

The theme of “Declining Moral Values” is not new. For generations, the elders have claimed that
the young have become repulsively immoral. Yet, perhaps, at least in America, we have truly
reached the breaking point:
The Hartland Institute, 2012: Indeed, those who still held strongly to Christian morality
were branded as narrow-minded, void of love, and exercising bigotry. Instead of rejecting
immoral practices and behaviors, society began to consider them alternative lifestyles. If
this had been limited to those who practice these sins in the secular world, it might be
understandable. But society has greatly influenced many people in the Christian world,
who now believe that God desires us to accept such sinful behavior. 14


Is this a sign that we are in the last days? Perhaps, but I believe that things will steadily grow
worse. Conservative politicians continue to espouse their belief in God, and they continue to win
elections, especially in the South. This too will change one day. But, perhaps, we are close:
2 Timothy 3:1-5: …There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God— having a form of godliness but denying its power… (NIV)



When the “restrainer” is taken out of the way, then we will experience immorality of Titanic
proportions:
2 Thessalonians 2:7: For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one
who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. (NIV)

Rampant immorality will not be limited to the secular world; unfortunately, the great tribulation
will also experience a falling away of the faithful:
1 Timothy 4:1: The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. (NIV)
2 Timothy 4:3-4: For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers
to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth
and turn aside to myths. (NIV)

13 “Chick-fil-A and the silent voting majority,” The Washington Times, August 25, 2012. <http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/biblical-politics/2012/aug/25/chick-fil-

and-silent-voting-majority/> September 1, 2012.
14 Colin Standish, “Declining Moral Values,” The Hartland Institute of Health and Education, April 20, 2012. <http://hartland.edu/institute/428/declining-moral-values> September 1,

2012.
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In the latter days, our verbal witness and moral example will be ineffectual: Within the current
age, we assume that our words and behaviors serve as a witness for Christ. Yet, in the latter
days, those two actions will serve as a source of antagonism – a reminder that the wicked are
living wickedly. Instead of encouraging a nonbeliever to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord, they
will incite hatred, anger, and vengeance. They will be ineffective as witnesses for Jesus Christ.
What then should we do, surrender? No, absolutely not. The Lord patiently endures humanity.
Despite suffering the the humility of an immoral, rebellious, and disobedient race, God
permitted His Son to walk among them, endure verbal abuse, physical suffering, spiritual
separation, and eventual physical death in order to redeem their souls from their own
wickedness. Since God gives His last full measure, we also should be so willing:
Martyrdom is that last full human measure
and the most effective Witness of Jesus Christ.

witness: martyres: martus: a witness; an eye- or ear-witness15
1 John 3:16: This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. (NIV)
Although we are beheaded and crucified, and exposed to wild beasts and chains and
flames, and every other means of torture, it is evident that we will not retract our
profession of faith; the more we are persecuted, the more do others in ever-increasing
numbers embrace the faith and become worshippers of God through the name of Jesus. –
Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho c. 132 AD16

WINNOWING: THE GREAT APOSTASY
Proponents of a pretribulational Rapture assert that the Church was “purified solely by the
completed work of Christ on the Cross.”17 Unfortunately, that claim isn’t entirely true. Today, there
are some 41,000 Christian denominations and 3.18 billion Christians throughout the world.18 Does
each of denomination teach the true Gospel of Jesus Christ? How many of these promote “strange
teachings?” (Hebrews 13:9) How many have been led astray by the deception of Satan? Has each
self-proclaimed Christian truly accepted Jesus Christ as their personal savior and Lord? How many
have confessed Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Messiah? How many are merely social or
cultural Christians?
The “Church” is not a single, coherent body that strictly adheres to the gospels and the epistles. The
Church is filled with strife, conflict, and disagreement. In fact, in times past, the Church was one of
the greatest perpetrators of hate, terror, oppression, persecution, and bloodshed. Within the
modern world, “good” Christians have sexually abused children, scammed money from the elderly,
perpetuated hoaxes in the name of God, and espoused venomous hatred and intolerance. The claim
that the Church lacks a need for purification ignores reality.
15 “martyrian,” 3141, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/3141.htm> September 1, 2012.
16 quoted in Kevin P. Edgecomb, “Dialogue with Trypho,” bombaxo.com, ND. <http://www.bombaxo.com/trypho.html> August 21, 2012.
17 Grant R. Jeffrey, “from TRIUMPHANT RETURN: Why Do Some Teach that the Church will Endure the Tribulation?” Grant R. Jeffrey Ministries: Prophecies Online, ND.

<http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/why_some_reject.htm> August 21, 2012.

18 Mary Fairchild, “Christianity Today - General Statistics and Facts of Christianity,” About.com Guide. ND. <http://christianity.about.com/od/denominations/p/christiantoday.htm> August

21, 2012.
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ETERNAL SECURITY V. ETERNAL ASSURANCE
Eternal Security is the belief that once an unbeliever accepts Jesus Christ as their personal
Savior, loss of salvation becomes impossible – once saved, always saved. Proponents of this
belief often cite Romans 8:38-39 in partial support:
Romans 8:38-39: For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV)

This reassuring passage provides strength and comfort to those enduring suffering and
tribulation. Paul is confident19 that nothing can come between us and the love of God… There are
many such reassuring passages. Certainly, we can be fully confident that once we accept Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior that He will not forsake or abandon us. However, just as a coin has
two sides, we should never ignore those scriptures than illustrate a flip side to these assurances:
What if we later — BELIEVE NOT? Our salvation is so secure — even if we BELIEVE NOT
after we're saved, because we become part of Him (the body of Christ), ". . .yet he abideth
faithful: HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF."
"If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF." 2 Timothy
2:1320

Within the argument provided above, the author ignores the preceding verse that demonstrates
that we, as individuals, are fully capable of abandoning the faith, surrendering our redemption:
2 Timothy 2:12: … if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he
will also disown us… (NIV) [Emphasis added. See also Matthew 10:33, Luke 12:9]

Certainly, the Lord will not abandon us. Certainly, the Lord will never place more upon us than
we can withstand. Certainly, the Lord will provide an avenue of escape when necessary:
1 Corinthians 10:13: No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. (NIV)

However, we do not surrender free will upon accepting salvation; we retain the power and
authority of choice. Clearly, it is easy to remain in the faith when times are easy, but the days will
come, and perhaps has already arrived, when humans will surrender their faith in order to follow
a different path:
1 Timothy 4:1: The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. (NIV) [See also 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1
John 2:18, Luke 21:19, Matthew 10:22, Mark 13:13]

19 “pepeismai,” 3982. Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/3982.htm> September, 2, 2012.
20 Terry Watkins, “Can a born again Christian ever lose his salvation?” Dial-the-Truth Ministries. ND. <http://www.av1611.org/etern.html> September 2, 2012.
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Some proponents of Eternal Security might assert, “Yes, but these are the ones that were never
truly saved.” However, the following verses render that claim doubtful. Clearly, the following
verses describe those who have experienced the fullness and richness of salvation. Certainly,
they described those who freely, willingly, and forcefully abandon the faith:
Hebrews 6:4-6: It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back
to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and
subjecting him to public disgrace. (NIV)
2 Peter 2:20-21: If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at
the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the
sacred command that was passed on to them. (NIV)
[See also Hebrews 10:26; Revelation 2:5, 2:16, 3:15-16; Matthew 24:13]

Certainly, not all who believe that they are saved are truly saved. Many Christians are taught and
believe that simple belief is sufficient. Such simplicity, while eloquent, is faulty:
How do we know we are saved? We know that we are saved because we confess the
Lord and believe that we are saved. But the Bible says that “Not everyone who says
to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven.” Well, those are individuals
who were never truly saved. How then do we know that we are saved? We know
that we are saved because we confess the Lord and believe that we are saved…
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. (NIV)
James 2:19: You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and
shudder. (NIV) [See also Luke 6:43-49, James 1:22, Romans 2:13]

Certainly, salvation is a gift that is freely given. It may not be earned, bought, or deserved:
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (NIV)
Ephesians 2:8-9: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast. (NIV)

While works cannot purchase or preserve redemption, the true faith produce works – fruit:
James 2:14-17: What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet
you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it
has no works, is dead, being by itself. (NASB) [See also James 2:20,26, Matthew 7:15-20]
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Those who hold to the doctrine of Eternal Security would be wise to review the scriptures listed
here and consider the possibility that there is a difference between eternal security and eternal
assurance. While we are young, immature Christians, simplicity permits a glimpse into the
complexities of God’s Word. However, when we mature, we should be capable and willing to
accept the more difficult points of scripture:
Matthew 12:31: Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people,
but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. (NASB) [See Mark 3:28, Luke 12:10]


THE APOSTASY: THE FALLING AWAY
Ultimately, for the purpose of this study, the doctrine of Eternal Security is potentially
dangerous. Multiple passages indicate that not all who receive the Gospel will endure the
hardship, distress, persecution, and martyrdom that will be prevalent during the latter days.
Revelation 13:7: He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer
them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. (NIV)
2 Thessalonians 2:3: Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not
come] until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed
to destruction. (NIV)

the rebellion: apostasia: defection, revolt.21
1 Timothy 4:1-2: The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. (NIV)

will abandon: aphistémi: to lead away, to depart from22
Matthew 24:10-12: At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and
hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of
the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold. (NIV)

turn away: skandalizó: to put a snare (in the way), hence to cause to stumble, to give offense.23
Many scholars attempt to rationalize these scriptures… a different denomination perhaps, one
that doesn’t adhere to biblical principles… social Christians perhaps, ones who have never truly
accepted the Lord as their Lord and Savior… individuals who started the process but never
genuinely received Christ as Savior (the Parable of the Sower)…
Once again, we must be very careful about circular reasoning:
How do we know we are saved? We know that we are saved because we confess the
Lord and believe that we are saved. But the Bible says that “Not everyone who says
to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven.” Well, those are individuals
who were never truly saved. How then do we know that we are saved? We know
that we are saved because we confess the Lord and believe that we are saved…
21 “apostasia,” 646, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/646.htm> August 21, 2012.
22 “aphistémi,” 868, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/868.htm> August 21, 2012.
23 “skandalizó,” 4624, Strong’s Concordance: Bible Concordances, ND. <http://concordances.org/greek/4624.htm> August 21, 2012.
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Ultimately, death comes to us all and the one who stands firm until the end will be saved:
Matthew 10:22: All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end
will be saved. (NIV) [See also Matthew 24:13, Mark 13:13, Luke 21:19, Hebrews 3:6]


THE WINNOWING IN THE LATTER DAYS
Irrespective on your personal stance on eternal security, there will be a noticeable and
substantial winnowing process during the latter days:
Matthew 3:12: His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor,
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire. (NIV)
WINNOWING: A step in the processing of grain whereby the grain is separated from the
inedible parts. The stalks are thrown into the air, and the wind blows away the chaff and
the straw, letting the heavier pure grain fall back to the ground (Isaiah 30:24). 24
CHAFF: Refuse; worthless matter; especially that which is light, and apt to be driven by
the wind. In scripture, false doctrines, fruitless designs, hypocrites and ungodly men are
compared to chaff.25

True Christians will face the winnowing. In fact, Peter, the cornerstone of the Church, faced just
a sifting by none other than Satan:
Luke 22:31: Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for
you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your
brothers. (NIV)

The personal pronoun “you” in this passage is plural and indicates Peter will not be alone in the
sifting. What is sifting?
To “sift you as wheat” is a metaphor for a trial of faith. When wheat is sifted, the chaff and
impurities fall to the ground while the desired end product – i.e. good wheat – remains in
the sieve. We believers are wheat not chaff. When God sifts us through our post-salvation
trials we become like the good wheat: cleaner, more valuable, and ready for use. 26

How are we sifted? We are sifted through trials and tribulation… difficult times that test our
faith… temptations that draw our eyes away from God. Like muscle building, exercise breaks
down muscle so that the new muscle rebuilds itself stronger, tougher, and more resilient.
1 Peter 1:6-7: In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. (NIV)

Faithful and faithless – passionate and lukewarm – devoted and social – fundamental and
reformed – Roman, Eastern, and Protestant – orthodox and liberal – devout and backslidden –
fruitful and fruitless Christians will be winnowed… the great tribulation will separate the chaff
from the wheat. The chaff, those who disown Jesus Christ, will fall away; the wheat, those who
24 “WINNOWING,” Holman Bible Dictionary, 1991. <http://www.studylight.org/dic/hbd/view.cgi?number=T6463> August 21, 2012.
25 “Chaff,” KJV Dictionary Definition: Webster's American Dictionary of the English Language, 1828, 2012. <http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-dictionary/chaff.html> August 21, 2012.
26 Patrick Layhee “The Believer’s Sifting,” God’s Career Guide, ND. <http://godscareerguide.com/the-believers-sifting/> August 21, 2012.
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continually confess Jesus Christ, will remain steadfast. There will be hatred, hardship,
imprisonment, torture, persecution, and martyrdom. But he who stands firm…
Matthew 10:22: All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end
will be saved. (NIV)

Seal 6: The Gathering
THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
The Olivet Discourse, Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, serves as a foundation for New Testament
prophecies associated with the transition from the current age to the next. Within this discourse, the
Lord Jesus Christ describes many events occurring prior to His return in the clouds. A plain reading of
reveals that ordinary Christians, those belonging to the Church Age, will endure turbulent times and
will not be removed (Raptured) after the Abomination of Desolation occurs.
However, the timeline established within the Olivet Discourse does not fit the one created by
proponents of a pretribulation Rapture. They believe that the Christian Church will be removed from
this world (Raptured) prior to the start of the events the Olivet Discourse describes. Because this
difficulty, pretribulationists assert that the “gathered saints” within the discourse are individuals
other than ordinary, current age Christians:
1.

In the process of that return, apparently as our Lord descends, He will then send out His
angelic company to gather in the Jewish, believing remnant that He will rescue from the
danger of all the world' s armies who have gathered by the anti-Christ in an attack upon
Israel and Jerusalem.27

2.

His elect have to be gathered up from all over heaven to come back with Him. In order to be
scattered all over the place they have to have arrived some amount of time before the Lord’s
return in Power and Great Glory.28

3.

Matthew 24 is a reference to the Jewish remnant who will come to faith in the Messiahship
of Jesus during the tribulation period… The contextual usage of Matthew supports the elect
as a reference to Israel because of the Jewish orientation of the passage.29

4.

The elect here are those new believers (left behind after the rapture) alive on earth who
survived the tribulation period, still in their natural physical bodies. If the elect are raptured
at this time (Second Coming) then no one would be left to populate the earth during the
new millennium…30

These claims are in error and ignore a plain reading of the text. We should always accept a plain
reading unless there is substantial, scriptural evidence to indicate otherwise. The following
arguments address those pretribulation premises used in support of the claims above. Other
unrelated pretribulation arguments are addressed within the Appendix of this study.

27 Thomas Ice, “An Interpretation of Matthew 24—25: Part XXVIII,” Rapture Ready, ND. <http://www.raptureready.com/featured/ice/AnInterpretationofMatthew24_25_28.html>

September 3, 2012.
28 “The Rapture In Matthew 24?” Grace Thru Faith: Ask a Bible Teacher, April 21, 2006. <http://gracethrufaith.com/ask-a-bible-teacher/the-rapture-in-matthew-24/> September 3, 2012.
29 Thomas Ice, “MATTHEW 24:31: RAPTURE OR SECOND COMING?” Pre-Trib Research Center: Tom's Perspectives, ND. <http://www.pre-trib.org/data/pdf/Ice-

Matthew2431RaptureOrS.pdf> September 3, 2012.
30 Tim Osterholm, “THE PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE: A SELF-EVIDENT PROMISE,” SoundChristian.com, ND. <http://www.soundchristian.com/prophecy/> September 3, 2012.
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1.

PREMISE: The Olivet Discourse was directed to Jews and understood as a Jews. The gathering
of the elect, therefore, refers to the gathering of remnant Israel returning them to Jerusalem.
The Olivet Discourse was directed to Christ’s Disciples who had a limited understanding of
Christ’s overall mission and would have, at the time the words were spoken, understood the
message as Jews. However, the speaker, Jesus Christ, would have understood His own words
and would have understood how they would be applied in the future. While we should always
consider the audience, we should also understand that Christ’s words were not always
understood by the audience during His earthly ministry; rather many messages targeted a
different audience – the Christian congregation during the current age:
John 10:6: This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what
those things were which He had been saying to them. (NASB)

The Gospels were not written until after Pentecost… after the mystery of the Church had been
revealed. While many New Testament passages have a Jewish angle, they were transcribed by
Christians for Christians.
I certainly agree that the angels in this discourse are gathering remnant Israel in order to be
sealed (Revelation 7:1-8); however, ordinary Christians, those belonging to the current age, are
also being resurrected at this time (Revelation 7:9-17). Therefore, the “elect” within this
discourse refer to both the remnant of Israel and the Christian Church.
2.

PREMISE: Matthew 24 includes a number of Old Testament references indicating that the
“elect” are the remnant of Israel.
It is true that the Olivet Discourse contains a number of Old Testament allusions: Deuteronomy
30:4-5, Isaiah 11:11-12, and Isaiah 27:12-13. This argument is also consistent with Revelation,
Chapter 7, where the angels at the four corners of the earth hold back the four winds until the
seal of the living God has been placed on the foreheads of 144,000 Jews, 12,000 from each tribe.
Therefore, I agree that a portion of the “elect” are remnants of Israel.
However, the passage is also consistent with the resurrection of current age Christians. In
Revelation 6:9-11, John’s vision describes the “souls” of those martyred because of their
testimony, and they are told to wait a “little longer.” In Revelation 7:9-17, John describes a
multitude from every nation, tribe, and people… similar to Revelation 6:9-11 except these are no
longer described as “souls.”
What is between the “souls” under the altar and the multitude before the throne?
Matthew 24:29-30

Revelation 6:12-18, 7:1

immediately after the distress of those days
the sun will be darkened
the moon will not give its light
the stars will fall from the sky
the heavenly bodies will be shaken
the sign of the son of man will appear in the sky
all the nations of the earth will mourn.
Angels with a loud trump… gather his elect from the
four winds four
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(follows the turmoil of the first four seals)
a great earthquake
sun turned black like sackcloth
the whole moon turned blood red
the stars in the sky fell to earth
the sky receded like a scroll
every mountain and island was moved
"Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits
on the throne and from the wrath of the lamb!"
the kings of the earth, the princes… hid in caves and
among the rocks of the mountains
angels standing at the four corners of the earth
holding back the four winds of the earth
Page, 16

While not an exact match, they are sufficiently parallel that the relationship should not be
ignored. The parallelism, in my mind, is clear. The Rapture of the Church and the gathering of
remnant Israel occur at the breaking of the 6th Seal. Both the sealed Jew and the raptured
Christian comprise the “elect” within the Olivet Discourse.
3.

PREMISE: the differences between Paul’s Thessalonians statements and Matthew 24:30-31 far
outweigh any alleged similarities.
Where does Paul mention the darkening of the sun (Matt. 24:29), the moon not giving its
light (Matt. 24:29), the stars falling from the sky (Matt. 24:29), the powers of the heavens
being shaken (Matt. 24:29), all the tribes of the earth mourning (Matt. 24:30), all the
world seeing the coming of the Son of Man (Matt. 24:30), or God sending forth angels
(Matt. 24:31)31

If each biblical passage contained every possible minute detail relevant to that passage, the Bible
would be too large for a normal human to carry. Rather, each biblical passage contains limited
detail… Two or more passages are frequently used in combination in order to acquire a more
complete picture. 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 both describe the Rapture
and, in combination, provide a more complete picture than either would in isolation.
Therefore, the question should not involve what additional information a second passage
contains but rather does anything within the two passage conflict:
(a)In

Matthew the Son of Man comes on the clouds, while in 1 Thessalonians 4 the
ascending believers are in them. (b)In Matthew the angels gather the elect; in 1
Thessalonians the Lord Himself (note the emphasis) gathers the believers. Thessalonians
only speaks of the voice of the archangel. (c)In the Olivet Discourse nothing is said about a
resurrection, while in the latter text it is the central point. (d)In the two passages the
differences in what will take place prior to the appearance of Christ is striking. (e)Moreover,
the order of ascent is absent from Matthew in spite of the fact that it is the central part of
the epistle.32

At first glance, there seems to be little substance in the above argument; however, I’ll offer the
following as a response:
(a) If the resurrected saints are going to meet Christ in the air, then we would expect Christ to
be in the clouds to meet them.
(b) 1 Thessalonians 4 states that Christ himself will descend from heaven; it does not claim that
Christ will personally gather the believers. Even if Christ gathers the elect, angels, as agents
of Christ, could be responsible for the physical task. Nevertheless, I believe the angels are
gathering the remnant of Israel at the same time Christians are being translated into
immortal bodies. There doesn’t seem to be a material conflict.
(c) The “from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens” (Mark 13:27) seems to imply a
universal gathering including the grave. But perhaps, the passage wasn’t clear and the
31 John A. Sproule, quoted in Thomas Ice, “Matthew 24:31: Rapture Or Second Coming?” Pre-Trib Research Center, ND. <http://www.pre-trib.org/data/pdf/Ice-

Matthew2431RaptureOrS.pdf> Nov. 9, 2011.
32 Paul D. Feinberg quoted in Thomas Ice, “MATTHEW 24:31: RAPTURE OR SECOND COMING?” Tom's Perspectives, Pre-Trib Research Center, ND. <http://www.pre-

trib.org/data/pdf/Ice-Matthew2431RaptureOrS.pdf> Nov. 9, 2011.
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Apostle Paul chose to clarify the process in both Corinthians and Thessalonians. The absence
of a particular detail in one passage does not indicate that two separate passages are not
speaking of the same event.
(d) Neither Thessalonians nor Corinthians provide details of what will take place prior to the
Christ’s coming. We could assume that such details were unnecessary because they were
provided within the Olivet Discourse. The primary focus in both Thessalonians and
Corinthians is the resurrection; neither is intended to teach the details surrounding Christ’s
coming or the end of the age.
(e) The order of ascent is emphasized in Thessalonians to quell a dispute among the
congregation; some members apparently were concerned that the dead would not be
resurrected during the first resurrection but later during the general resurrection at the end
of the Millennial Kingdom.
4.

PREMISE: Paul said we shall be changed in a moment leaving no time for a sign to be given.
This argument and similar arguments assert that the entire Rapture process will be an extremely
short duration – in a twinkling of an eye. However, this is not what the passage states:
1 Corinthians 15:51-52: Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

The Rapture is a multi-step process: (1) Christ descends, (2) the command is given, (3) the dead
rise-change, (4) the living rise-change, (5) we meet Him in the air, and (6) we return to heaven. 1
Corinthians 15:51-52 only speaks to one element – the change. The change from “corruptible”
bodies to “incorruptible” bodies only takes a moment – in the twinkling of an eye.
Starting with verse 35, the passage discusses the two types of bodies – fleshly bodies and
celestial bodies. The passage does not discuss all steps involved in the Rapture – only one, the
change from the fleshy body to the celestial body. Attempting to link this passage to the timing
of any other steps in the Rapture process is an error.
5.

PREMISE: The sign is not Jesus in the sky, but rather a sign that Jesus is in heaven.
The Son of man being in Heaven means He is on the throne. And there would be a sign to
indicate that! This is what the verse is saying… The Son of man came in clouds TO THE
THRONE... not to the earth. And He went and took dominion. This is precisely what we
read in Revelation.33

This argument refers to Daniel 7:13. Reverend Blume asserts that Christ will not descend to
earth in Matthew 24:30 but the tribes of the earth will mourn because they see Jesus Christ
sitting on His heavenly throne and assuming dominion over the earth from there.

33 Rev. Mike Blume, “Is There A Resurrection Foretold In Matthew 24?” mikeblume.com. October 2002. <http://mikeblume.com/mat24res.htm> Nov. 9, 2011.
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First, the “sign in the heavens” is specifically defined by Mark’s parallel passage as coming
(erchomai: to come, go) in the clouds (nephelé: a cloud). The sign is not Christ sitting on the
heavenly throne but rather Christ’s physically appearing in the sky:
Mark 13:26: And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great
power and glory.

Second, Daniel 7:13-14 does not parallel Matthew 24:30 but rather is a foreshadowing of
Revelation, Chapter 5, the handing of the scroll with seven seals to Jesus Christ. By handing this
scroll, the title deed to planet earth, to Jesus Christ, the Father is giving Christ authority to take
material possession of the planet and establish His Millennial Kingdom.
Daniel 7:13-14: I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples,
nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

Matthew 24:30 does allude to Daniel 7:13-14 and indicates humanity will understand that
Christ’s physical appearance within the clouds marks the beginning of the reclamation process.
Third, the use of the phrase “coming in the clouds” appears to be a double entente – a figure of
speech where the term has double meaning.
The first meaning indicates that Jesus Christ possesses the glory of the Father as well as power
and dominion over earth. The phrase “coming in the clouds” parallels Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27,
and Revelation 1:7, and it also appears in Matthew 26:64 and Mark 16:62 in response to the
High Priest asking Jesus if he was the Christ. Revelation 14:14 describes Jesus Christ sitting on a
cloud supervising the reaping the wicked of the earth:
from Cloud
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
The metaphoric and symbolic uses of clouds are many, and furnish some of the most
powerful figures of Scripture. In the Old Testament, Yahweh's presence is made manifest
and His glory shown forth in a cloud. The cloud is usually spoken of as bright and shining,
and it could not be fathomed by man: "Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, so that no
prayer can pass through" (Lam 3:44). Yahweh Himself was present in the cloud (Ex 19:9;
24:16; 34:5) and His glory filled the places where the cloud was (Ex 16:10; 40:38; Nu
10:34); "The cloud filled the house of Yahweh" (1 Ki 8:10). 34

The second meaning of the double entente indicates that Christ will physically arrive in the
clouds to gather his elect:
Acts 1:9-11: And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up;
and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said,
34 “Cloud,” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: Bible History Online, ND. <http://www.bible-history.com/isbe/C/CLOUD/> Nov. 9, 2011.
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Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Is the allusion of Jesus Christ coming with the clouds within Daniel 7:13 tied exclusively to
Matthew 24:30, or can the allusion be applied generally as a characteristic of Christ? I tend to
believe that it is a general characteristic reflecting that Jesus Christ shares the glory of God:
Matthew 17:5: While he yet spake, behold , a bright cloud overshadowed them: and
behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him.”
Luke 9:34-35: While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and
they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my beloved Son: hear him.”
6.

CONCLUSION: The Olivet Discourse describes the Parousia, the Rapture.
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 do not describe the Second Advent of Jesus Christ – His
physical return to earth with his heavenly host to redeem the earth from the clutches of Satan. It
does describe the signs occurring immediately before His coming in the clouds to gather the
Christian believer and remnant Israel from the four corners of the earth:
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The prophecies were directed Christ’s disciples. Many of these disciples had already
recognized Jesus as the promised messiah (Matthew 16:13-20), received instruction
concerning Jesus Christ’s final days on earth (Matthew 16:21-28), and viewed Christ’s
transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13). Christ’s disciples were Jews but by Matthew, Chapter 24,
they were spiritually more Christian than orthodox Jew. Nevertheless, the words were
spoken by Jesus Christ and transcribed after Pentecost… There is no justifiable cause to
restrict their application to the Jews.



The allusion to the Old Testament passages of Deuteronomy 30:4-5, Isaiah 11:11-12, and
Isaiah 27:12-13 does not restrict the Olivet Discourse to a Jewish understanding. The Olivet
Discourse serves three primary purposes: (1) forewarn 1st Century Jews of the impending
disasters occurring in 70 AD, (2) describe the closing events of the current age preceding the
removal of the Christian congregation, and (3) describe the events that will initiate to
coming age and the regathering of the Israeli remnant. The latter two purposes are
reflected within Revelation, Chapter 7.



Matthew 24:31 contains a trumpet call similar to those in Thessalonians 4:16 and 1
Corinthians 15:52. Though trumpet calls are not uncommon within biblical passages, the
mention of one in all three text provides additional cohesion to my assertion.



Within the New Testament, the followers of Jesus Christ are often referred to as the “elect”
(Romans 11:7, Colossians 3:12, 2 Peter 1:10). Since the Gospels were transcribed after
Pentecost, referring to the “elect” as Christians within the discourse remains consistent.
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The gathering of the Christian elect in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14 is consistent with the
resurrection of the Christian congregation in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 as both follow the revealing
of the Abomination of Desolation.



The Olivet Discourse responses to the disciple’s question, “What shall be the signs of your
coming (parousia)?” The same word used in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1.



The natural calamities described within the Olivet Discourse closely correlate with the
natural calamities within Revelation 6:12-14 and is immediately followed by the sealing
remnant Israel and the appearance of the great multitude before the throne of God.

COSMIC DISTURBANCES: THE DAY OF THE LORD
Just as most of John’s Revelation, scholars offer various interpretations for the breaking of the 6th
Seal including violent volcanic eruptions, solar eclipses, and shifts in the earth’s magnetic poles.
Some interpretations remain strictly literal while other purely symbolic. Few recognize the full
implications related to this event:
Revelation 6:12-16: 12I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake.
The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13and
the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind.
14The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its
place.
15Then

the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave
and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16They called to the
mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can
stand?”


THE 6TH SEAL REPRESENTS THE INITIATION OF THE “DAY OF THE LORD”
First, the breaking of the 6th Seal (v.12-14) parallels the events described within the Olivet
Discourse immediately before the return of Jesus Christ in the clouds. It is therefore reasonable
to assume that the 6th Seal also describes the events prior to the same return:
Matthew 24:29: Immediately after the distress of those days "the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies
will be shaken.” (NIV)
Mark 13:24: But in those days, following that distress, “the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light;” (NIV)
Luke 21:25: There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be
in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. (NIV)

Verses 15-17 also parallel Matthew and Luke’s description of the shock, horror, and anguish
mankind will experience once they realize the “Day of the Lord” is upon them:
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Matthew 24:30: At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all
the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
the sky, with power and great glory. (NIV)
Luke 21:25-27: There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will
be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be
shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. (NIV)

Second, the 6th Seals also parallels Joel’s description of the cosmic disturbances occurring
immediately prior to the “Day of the Lord”:
Joel 2:30-31: I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. (NIV)

Third, Jesus Christ also referred to these events during His crucifixion:
Luke 23:28-31: Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for
me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say,
‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never
nursed!’ Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’35
For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” (NIV)


WHAT IS THE DAY OF THE LORD?
The term “day of the Lord” is used in both the Old and New Testament as a period where the
faithful are rewarded and the wicked are punished. The term “day” probably should not be
interpreted as a literal twenty-four hour day but rather an epoch – a time marked by an event
that begins a new period or era. Although the reference also describes other epochs such as the
destruction of Babylon (Isaiah 13:10), the pinnacle “day of the Lord” seems centered on the
transition from the current Church Age to the next Millennial Age.
A scan of related biblical passages uncovers multiple aspects concerning this day:
1. A Dreadful Day of Judgment for Individuals: Isaiah 2:10-11: Go up into the rocky cliffs, hide
in the ground. Get away from the dreadful judgment of the Lord, from his royal splendor!
Proud men will be brought low, arrogant men will be humiliated; the Lord alone will be
exalted in that day. (NET) See also 2 Peter 3:10, 1 Corinthians 5:1-5.
2. A Dreadful Day of Judgment for Nations: Ezekiel 30:3: For the day is near, the day of the
Lord is near; it will be a day of storm clouds, it will be a time of judgment for the nations.
(NET) See also Joel 3:15 and Isaiah 34:4.
3. A Dreadful Day of Revenge: Jeremiah 46:10: But that day belongs to the Lord God who rules
over all. It is the day when he will pay back his enemies. His sword will devour them until its
appetite is satisfied! It will drink their blood until it is full! For the Lord God who rules over

35 Hosea 10:8
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all will offer them up as a sacrifice in the land of the north by the Euphrates River. (NET) See
also 2 Peter 3:10.
4. A Dreadful Day that Comes Suddenly Upon Mankind: 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3: For you know
quite well that the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in the night. Now
when they are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction comes on
them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will surely not escape. (NET) See also 2
Peter 3:10.
5. A Wonderful Day of Reward for the Faithful: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2: Now regarding the
arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to be with him, we ask you, brothers
and sisters, not to be easily shaken from your composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit
or message or letter allegedly from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.
(NET) See also 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 and 1Corintians 1:8.
The Olivet Discourse describes many events occurring prior to Jesus Christ’s return in the clouds;
however, it provides little detail concerning the events that will follow. For those details, we
must turn to Revelation 8-19.


THE TRANSITION FROM THE CURRENT AGE TO THE NEXT
The cosmic disturbances described within the 6th Seal are not unique to this specific time period.
The apostle Peter, on the day of Pentecost, specifically referenced Joel 2:28-32 in order to
explain the outpouring of the Holy Spirit:
Acts 2:19-23: I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved. (NIV)

Did these “signs” physically occur on the day of Pentecost? No, not likely. However, the
audience, Jews, understood the allusion to the Day of the Lord. They understood that this epoch
would result in the transition between one age and the next. Within the book of Acts, Pentecost
served as the pivotal point between the Mosaic Age and the Church Age. It represented a time of
spiritual and political upheavals – movement away from Temple worship to spiritual worship and
from national Israel to the Christian Church. The breaking of the 6th Seal represents a similar
movement.


THE SYMBOLISM WITHIN THE COSMIC DISTURBANCES
Will the “cosmic disturbances” physically occur at the breaking of the 6th Seal? No, not likely.
Certainly, the inhabitants of the earth will see Jesus Christ coming in the clouds and that event
will entail certain physical manifestations such as a silencing of the winds (Revelation 7:1).
However, the “cosmic disturbances” are likely symbolic of spiritual and political upheavals:
NOTE: The following employs an allegorical interpretation of biblical passages
and is not intended to serve as a foundation for Christian belief.
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1. Great Earthquake: revolution; a shaking of the social, religious, and political order; the
social, religious, and political rules change. For example, the French Revolution of 1789
ended domination of French society by the monarchy, aristocracy, and Catholic Church.
The turbulence associated with the breaking of the first four seals will place civilization on
the brink of chaos. Only the charismatic leadership of the Antichrist will prevent a total
breakdown of society and the rule of law. However, with the breaking of the 6th Seal, the
Antichrist’s fragile coalition will probably collapse resulting in overwhelming rioting, looting,
and chaos. Consequentially, central governments will probably be replaced by regional
strong men (warlords) and excessively repressive military totalitarianism.
2. The Sun, Moon, and Stars: The sun, moon, and stars were created in order to separate the
day from the night and to serve as signs of the seasons days, and years (Genesis 1:14-18).
Symbolically, they represent truth, knowledge, and awareness. Without light, man is
incapable of functioning. For millennia, the stars were used for navigational aids; without
the stars, mankind stumbles about in the darkness.
Human science, logic, and reasoning (the guiding light of secular humanism) utterly fails.
Having long ago pronounced religion the mythology of the ignorant masses, humans are
unable to fathom the events unfolding before their eyes… How can this be? Why did our
science not forewarn us? There must be an alternative explanation? Yet, they instinctively
know what is occurring and what will soon occur:
Romans 1:20: For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his
eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that men are without excuse. (NIV)

Compounding the problem, those who are capable of providing testimony concerning God’s
eternal purpose are no longer present. The Christian congregation, upon the breaking of the
6th Seal, is Raptured and taken away to heaven. Remnant Israel is sealed with the seal of the
Living God and hidden away in the wilderness. The remaining humans may enter churches
and synagogues looking for answers, but they will find those buildings empty.
God will provide two witnesses in Jerusalem (Revelation 11). But, those witnesses will
prophesy clothed in sackcloth – symbols of mourning, destitution, and repentance. Their
message is unlikely to offer hope, promise, or comfort but rather condemnation, judgment,
and punishment.
3. Sky Recedes like a Scroll: The sky is a veil that shields our wickedness, malicious thoughts,
and evil plots from the presence of God. The revealing of Jesus Christ in the clouds will rip
away that veil and the true nature of mankind will be uncovered:
2 Peter 3:10: But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything in it will be laid bare. (NIV)

4. Mountains and Islands Moved: Mountains are often seen as places of stability, shelter, and
sanctuary. A mountain may be symbolic of a mighty kingdom, and, consequentially, perhaps,
an island a fiefdom or colony. Mountains may be symbolic of altars and houses of worship.
Abraham offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice upon Mount Moriah where Solomon later built
the first Temple.
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Within the context of this passage, long-term, normally stable, and influential institutions
are visibly shaken. Religious and charitable organizations, both great and small, once
provided refuge from a chaotic world but now will be incapable of providing any form of
safety and security. Political institutions, such as the U.S. Constitution and democracy, will
lose their ability to provide refuge from totalitarian and abusive regimes. Social and
economic institutions, such as marriage and family, will suffer similar plights. Everything that
once provided refuge and security will have been visibly shaken.
The cosmic disturbances described within Revelation 6:12-16 visibly alters the social, political, and
personal framework that has, until now, provided stability for human existence – civilization. With
the revealing of Jesus Christ in the clouds, that framework collapses. In the absence of the Church or
remnant Israel, human beings now face isolation, confusion, intellectual darkness, and dread for
what is about to come.

THE RAPTURE DEFINED
The term “Rapture” does not appear within biblical scripture but rather is a human label used to
describe the return of Jesus Christ in the clouds to gather His elect – the Christian congregation. This
incident involves both living and dead Christians and is separate and distinct from the general
resurrection that will occur at the end of the millennial age. Four key New Testament passages
provide the basic foundation for understanding this event:
Acts 1:9-11: After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." (NIV)
1 Corinthians 15:51-52: Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. (NIV)
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. (NIV)
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3: Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being
gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some
prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has
already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. (NIV)

In simple terms, Jesus Christ physically descends from heaven into the earth’s atmosphere, a
trumpet command announces His arrival, faithful Christians, both living and dead, are transformed
from mortal to immortal bodies, and then all are translated to the third heaven – the place where
God and the heavenly host abide.
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PLACEMENT WITHIN JOHN’S NARRATIVE
Few biblical scholars associate the breaking of the 6th Seal with the Rapture of the Christian
congregation; rather, they place the event before the beginning of the tribulation, simultaneously
with Christ’s return to establish His kingdom, or at the end of the millennium just prior to the final
judgment. The following identifies the reasons why the Rapture should be placed with the 6th Seal:
1. The breaking of the 5th Seal portrays the conditions of Christian saints immediately prior the
Rapture; they are disembodied souls who have not yet received their imperishable bodies. They
are situated under the altar and are calling out vengeance.
2. This portrait changes by Revelation 7:9-17; here the multitude from every nation, tribe, people
and language are standing before the throne shouting praises for salvation. They are no longer
described to as souls but rather seem to be fully functional embodied saints.
3. The events described in the breaking of the 6th Seal closely parallels the events within the Olivet
Discourse that immediately precede Christ’s return for His elect. Thus, it is reasonable place that
gathering – the Rapture – between the breaking of the 6th Seal and the multitude before the
throne in Revelation 7. See “The Gathering: The Olivet Discourse” section of this study for
complete argumentation.
4. Although both Revelation 6 and 7 specifically refer to “tribulation” saints, it is reasonable to
assume that they represent all saints from the Church Age. See “The Gathering: The Souls of the
Tribulation: A Synecdoche” section of this study for complete argumentation.

THE SEALING OF THE 144,000 OF ISRAEL
Will the Old Testament saints be included in the Rapture? No. The Jewish people, Israel, are the
select chosen people of God and share a unique, separate future than that of the Christian believer.
Throughout the ages there have been many individuals who were judged “righteous” and “beloved”
by the Creator. Enoch and Elijah were translated into heaven without suffering death. Noah was
judged “righteous” and was rescued from the great flood. Moses found special favor and was seen
by the disciples during Christ’s transfiguration upon a high mountain. The mouths of lions were shut
by God’s love for Daniel. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remained untouched within the fiery
furnace. The seed of Israel’s savior would come through the beloved King David. And, Israel was the
chosen people of God. However, those Old Testament saints differ significantly from those of the
New Testament.
Some scholars assert that Israel and the Church essentially merged under the New Testament
covenant. This is an error and reflects a misunderstanding of the mystery of the Church and its place
within God’s eternal plan. Other scholars see the Church as a replacement for corporeal Israel and
they, consequentially, model several of their worship practices after Temple services. This too is an
error and reflects a misunderstanding of the identity of the Christian congregation. Israel continues
to exist as a separate entity although in a diminished capacity (Romans 11:7-10); essentially, God’s
relationship with Israel remains in a state of suspended animation until the Church Age ends
(Romans 11:25).
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Between the resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 32-33 AD and end of the Second Jewish Revolt c.135 AD,
the Jewish people were scattered throughout the nations (Luke 21:24). However, a remnant, a small
quantity, of faithful and righteous Jews remains hidden among humanity:
Romans 11:1-5: Did God reject his people? By no means!... God did not reject his people,
whom he foreknew… And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven
thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” So too, at the present time there is a remnant
chosen by grace. (NIV) [See also Romans 9:27, Isaiah 10:22.]

Thus, Israel has been preserved for the past two millennia (Revelation 12:6). Although the
regathering of national Israel in Palestine in 1948 and the recapture of Jerusalem in 1967 are secular
(worldly) events, these events demonstrate, perhaps, that the end of the “time of the Gentiles” is
growing to a close:
Luke 21:24: They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
(NIV) [Emphasis added]
Romans 11:25-26: I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you
may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of
the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved… (NIV) [Emphasis added]

When “full number of the Gentiles has come in,” the Christian congregation will be removed,
raptured, and the Jewish remnant will be gathered, sealed, and protected during the Day of the Lord:
Matthew 24:31: And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his
elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. (NIV)
Revelation 7:2-4: He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power
to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal
on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. (NIV)

Revelation 12 describes two separate episodes where the woman, Israel, hides in the wilderness.
During the first episode, she flees into the desert for 1,260 days immediately following the
resurrection of Jesus Christ (Revelation 12:6). In the second episode, she is given two wings and flies
into the desert for three and one-half years after the Dragon pursues her (Revelation 12:14). Many
scholars view these two descriptions as a single incident viewed from two different perspectives.
This, I believe is an error:
Revelation 12:6: The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where
she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. (NIV)
Revelation 12:14: The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly
to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times
and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. (NIV)

The first episode refers to the preservation of a remnant population within the nations. Throughout
the past two millennia, there seems to have been a concerted effort to eliminate any trace of ethnic
Jews including Roman conquest during the first and second Jewish revolts, the religious persecution
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during the Middle Ages, the Holocaust by Nazi Germany, anti-Zionism under the Soviet Union, to the
threat of annihilation by Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Certainly, their survival and
regathering in 1948 illustrates divine intervention.
The second episode refers to the preservation of a remnant population during the Day of the Lord,
the latter portion of the transition from the current age to the kingdom age. The Antichrist breaks
the covenant with the many, sieges Jerusalem, and sets himself up as God in the Jewish Temple:
Luke 21:20-21: When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its
desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city
get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. (NIV)
Matthew 24:16-19: then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the
roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go back to
get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!
(NIV)

Will this remnant be restricted to the 144,000 who are sealed with the seal of the Living God? I don’t
believe so. Revelation 14:4 indicates that the sealed are males, “who did not defile themselves with
women.” Therefore, I assume that each will have a wife (or a betrothed bride if we read the verse
literally) and possibly children; the total could be between 300,000 and 400,000. Where would God
hide so many? Daniel’s prophecy associated with the King of the North provides a possible clue:
Daniel 11:41: He will also invade the Beautiful
Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab
and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered
from his hand. (NIV)

Nevertheless, they could also hide in the Sinai
Desert much like when Israel wondered after the
exodus from Egypt. The actual location is of little
significance since they will be divinely protected
regardless of the geographical location.
What then is the purpose of this remnant? This
144,000 will serve to reseed the rebirth of Zion
within the Millennial Kingdom, to reestablish a new
spiritual Israel, to repopulate an obedient Israel:

Map showing states around Israel and Judah.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kingdoms_a
round_Israel_830_map.svg
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Revelation 14:1-4: Then I looked, and there
before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount
Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name
and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads… They follow the Lamb wherever he
goes. They were purchased from among men
and offered as firstfruits to God and the
Lamb. (NIV) [Emphasis added]
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Some scholars believe that these 144,000 is a symbolic representation of all Christians – the Israel of
faith.36 Others believe that they are orthodox Jews who convert to Christianity and serve as
evangelical witnesses during the great tribulation. Still others assume they are martyrs representing
the universal nature of God’s people.37 These beliefs tend to project the current Church Age onto the
next age; a significant error and barrier to understanding the nature of the Millennial Kingdom.
The Millennial Kingdom will not be a “Christian” kingdom but rather an Israeli kingdom in culture,
tradition, religion, and politics… not like the ancient, rebellious kingdom but rather a modern,
obedient Israeli kingdom. During this kingdom, Christians, the body of Christ, will reign with Christ
acting as servants, ministers, counselors, judges, priest, and administrators:
Matthew 19:28: Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (NIV)
1 Corinthians 6:2: Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to
judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? (NIV)
Revelation 20:4: I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to
judge… They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (NIV)

JERUSALEM: THE BRIDE OF CHRIST
Revelation 19:6-8 describes a rejoicing because “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready,” and Revelation 19:9 calls the invited guests “blessed.” This celebration occurs
just prior to Christ’s return as a conquering King to establish His Millennial Kingdom. Who is the bride
of Jesus Christ, and who are His wedding guests?


SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO THE WEDDING GUESTS
Before starting this study, I assumed the spiritual Christian Church was the bride of Christ… that is
what I had been taught and numerous passages seemed to verify the belief. However, on closer
examination, passages used to support of this belief are few and several of those cited provide no
support. The parable of the ten virgins, Matthew 25:1-13, is just such an example:
Matthew 25:10: And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the
door was shut. (NIV) [Emphasis added]

What often goes unnoticed is that the five wise virgins go into the wedding feast… not the
wedding ceremony or the yihud (seclusion) room. They are guests of the wedding feast, not the
brides! Similarly, John the Baptist considered himself to be an attendant, not the bride:
John 3:29: The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the
bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. (NIV) [Emphasis added]

36 “The 144,000 and the Twelve Tribes – Revelation 7,” Focus on Bible Prophecy, ND. <http://prophecy.reslight.net/archives/60.html> September 6, 2012.
37 “Who Are the 144,000?” Grace Communion International, 2000. <http://www.gci.org/bible/rev/144000> September 6, 2012.
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These instances are not a unique; Jesus Christ also referred to His disciples as guests, not brides:
Matthew 9:15: Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while
he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then
they will fast.(NIV) [Emphasis added. See also Mark 2:19-20 and Luke 5:34-35.]

The wedding guests are not brides; they are different, distinct, and unique. Their identity is
relevant in our study especially in Revelation 19:9:
Revelation 19:9: Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to
the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These are the true words of God." (NIV)


JERUSALEM THE BRIDE OF CHRIST
Biblical analogies help us understand unfamiliar things by comparing them to more familiar
things; however, we must be cautious not to assume the literal when the figurative is intended.
For example, Romans 7:1-6 compares a believer’s relationship to the Law of Moses to the legal
restraints of a marriage. This analogy explains that through our baptism in Christ, our spiritual
death and resurrection, we are no longer “married” to the Law because it becomes dead to us.
We may now “marry” the Lord Jesus Christ:
Romans 7:4: So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that
you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might
bear fruit to God. (NIV)

Although this passage alludes to the Church being the Bride of Christ, its focus is on Mosaic Law
not on the relationship between the Christian Church and Jesus Christ. This passage does not
validate the claim that the Church is the bride.
Revelation 21:9-10 is the only Bible passage that is specifically identifies of the bride:
Revelation 21:9-10: One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven
last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me
the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. (NIV)

A city? Yes, the Holy city of Jerusalem! Not in its current form – Ishmael; but rather its future
form – Isaac. Not in its physical sense of material walls, streets, and buildings; but rather its
spiritual sense of a lineage, ideology, and faith. Not in the sense of Mosaic or New Testament
covenants; but rather in the sense of a mother filled with the essence of life, of the Creator:
Galatians 4:25-26: Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the
present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem
[Sarah] that is above is free, and she is our mother. (NIV) See also Isaiah 60:14, Zech. 8:1-3.
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It is with this vision of Jerusalem as His bride, Jesus mourned her condition prior to the Passion:
Luke 13:34: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing! (NIV)

Jerusalem, not the Christian Church, is Christ’s bride, and Jesus Christ returns in Revelation 19
not only to redeem the planet earth but also to claim His bride:
Revelation 19:7-8: Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was
given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) (NIV)

THE CHURCH: THE BODY OF CHRIST
Amillennialist see the new covenant as the apex of God’s dealings with humankind, past, present,
and future… they see the current age as a continuation of the past age, albeit with a significant
better covenant. Most Premillennialist view being “saved” as the only avenue to God both present
and future – Jews, they believe, will accept Jesus Christ as their personal savior thus becoming
Messianic Christians. They see the next age as a continuation of the present age, albeit under
significant improved conditions. Unfortunately, both suffer a form of linear tunnel vision… This age,
the Church Age, is distinctly different and separate from previous and future ages.
What is this special relationship between Christ and His Church? It is impossible to describe the
relationship between Jesus Christ and the Christian congregation in human terms because no such
relationship occurs within human culture. In some aspects, it resembles a unified body, a bride and
groom, children of a Heavenly Father, brothers and fellow heirs, citizens of New Jerusalem, and
soldiers in Christ’s heavenly army:
1. Body of Christ: Ephesians 1:22-23: And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to
be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything
in every way. (NIV) See also 1 Corinthians 6:15, Romans 12:5.
2. Bride of Christ: Ephesians 5:31: “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am
talking about Christ and the church. (NIV) See also 2 Corinthians 11:2, Romans 7:4.
3. Children of God: 1 John 3:1: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God! And that is what we are! (NIV) See also Galatians 3:26, Phil. 2:15, John
1:12.
4. Brothers and Fellow Heirs: Romans 8:17: Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory. (NIV) See also Galatians 3:29, 4:7.
5. Citizens of New Jerusalem: Hebrews 12:22-23: But you have come to Mount Zion, to the
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of
angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.
(NIV) See also Ephesians 2:19-22.
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6. Spotless Garments for the Bride: Revelation 19:8: Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to
wear. (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) See also Ephesians 5:25-27, 1
Timothy 6:13-15.
7. Elements in His Armies of Heaven: Revelation 17:14: They will make war against the Lamb, but
the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings--and with him will be
his called, chosen and faithful followers. See also Revelation 19:14, Jude 14, Zechariah 14:5.
8. Judges within the Millennial Kingdom: 1 Corinthians 6:2: Do you not know that the saints will
judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?
See also Matthew 19:28, Revelation 20:4.
A key element differentiating Old and New Testament saints rests with the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
a spiritual element enabling a rich, spiritual rebirth:
Matthew 3:11: I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. (NIV)
Acts 19:2-6: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the
one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of
the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied. (NIV)

The congregation of Christians is distinct and separate from the “righteous” of the Old Testament,
the chosen of Israel, and those who live during the Millennial Kingdom. The character of current era
was a mystery prior to Pentecost… And, in many ways, the exact nature of the Christian congregation
remains a mystery to many today:
1 John 3:2: Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is. (NIV)
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